Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry (WEAVR): how physicians can help and why they are needed.
The Wisconsin Division of Public Health (DPH) and its partners have developed the necessary public health infrastructure and core expertise to prepare for, and respond to, public health threats and emergencies. The infrastructure includes 12 public health preparedness consortia that have been established across the state. An important part of the response plan is to assure that the responder workforce is adequate to meet the need at the local, regional, and statewide levels. The responder workforce includes health professional volunteers who, if called on, will take on a variety of assigned roles relevant to a defined incident. In order to facilitate an organized system for volunteers to indicate their skills and availability, DPH has developed a secure and confidential database--the Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry (WEAVR)--to collect and organize contact information on health professional volunteers and to make contact with volunteers when needed. Physicians, as well as other health professional volunteers, are critical to protect the health and safety of the community, especially if the need to dispense prophylactic medications or to vaccinate the entire population of Wisconsin arises. At the time of an event, volunteers will receive "just-in-time" training after reporting to their assigned location. In other states, physicians have found this emergency training to be of value to their overall practice of medicine. Information about how to sign on to WEAVR is provided.